
     

 

Spring Break 

It’s hard to believe that February is over and spring vacation is just around the 

corner.  The last day before spring break is Friday, March 16 and classes will 

resume on Tuesday, April 3.  We wish you all a relaxing break with your children and 

hope for good weather after the break as we head in to cross country running 

season.   

Of note this month was the launch of our new website.  The entire district has 

adopted a similar format to provide a more user-friendly online experience for 

parents.  Monthly newsletters will be in the principal’s blog for your reference and 

the school calendar will be kept up to date on the website.  We welcome your 

feedback as we further develop the site.   

 

Spring Weather 

As the snow and ice have melted with spring weather, we are faced with puddles 

and muddy playgrounds.  Please ensure that your child is dressed appropriately for 

the weather while it is so mucky.  It is also a good idea to send a change of clothing 

and dry socks to school until the playground dries out.  Please remember to help out 

our custodians by taking off outdoor footwear upon entering the school.  Thank-you. 

 

Upcoming Events 

Please make sure you check the calendar on our website for upcoming events at 

Highland Park Elementary.  We have a busy spring ahead of us. 

 

 March 9 is Sports/Jersey Day 

 

Basketball 

Our teams are geared up for a number of games against Armstrong Elementary 

School this year.  They will be playing games on March 5, 6, 12, and 13.  The boys 

will play on the 5 and 12 and the girls will play on the 6 and 13.  The first two games 

will be home games and the second two game swill be played at AES.  As always, 

fans are welcome to cheer the players on. A big thank-you goes out to Mr. Byrnes 

and Mr. Davidson for coaching the teams.   

 

Spring Break 

Please remember that the school will be closed from March 17 until April 3 (a 

TUESDAY).  Enjoy your time with your children. 
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Chess Tournament 

A number of students from our school have been honing their chess skills since the 

winter break and now 15 of them will be participating in the district chess 

tournament on March 7.  Thank-you to Mr. Benge for sponsoring and coaching the 

team and to the parents who will be driving students to and from the tournament. 

 

Talent Show 

Organization for the 3rd Annual HPE Talent show is underway.  We are looking for a 

variety of acts:  anything from singing and dancing to sports skills and comedy.  If 

your child has a talent, we want them to share it!  Sign-up is complete and auditions 

will take place the weeks of March 5-9 and March 12-17.  Call-backs will be the 

first week back after spring break.  An audition list has been sent home with 

students and posted outside the office.   If your child has not brought home an 

audition slip, please remind them to do so. The show will be on April 13 beginning 

at 9:00 am.  If your child has signed up to audition, please help them practice and 

make sure that they come to school with everything they need for their audition.  

Thank-you. 

 

 Art Display 

Our students have some of their wonderful artwork going on display at the 

Piccadilly Mall in Salmon Arm this March 5-9.  The same art work will be on display 

at our local gallery in May.  Some students will also participate in art workshops in 

Salmon Arm.  Thank-you to Miss Gontar for organizing this for our students. 

 

 Lego Club 

Lego Club will continue in the Library on Wednesdays at lunch until spring break. 

 

Gymnastics 

Our whole school will be receiving gymnastics instruction from qualified coaches the 

week of April 16-20. The cost to bring these experts into our school is $5.00 per 

child.  Please watch for a notice in your child’s planner.  Thank-you. 

 

 

PAC Corner  

The next PAC meeting is Wednesday March 14 at 6:00 pm.   

  



 Parking Lot Patrol 

Thanks to our wonderful PAC, a new system for our parking lot is developing.  We 

have had many close calls due to people parking in the no parking, drop-off area so 

we have increased the supervision and visibility of this no parking zone to ensure 

our students are safe in the parking lot and traffic keeps moving.  Thank-you for 

respecting the pylons marking the no parking area and for circling until your 

children are out to meet you.   

Other options are: 

 come a little later to avoid the rush (teachers supervise at the front 

of the school until the last bus leaves around 2:25)   

 park across the street in the fairgrounds.  The Parks and Rec. people 

have agreed to keep the gate near Wood Avenue open for us so that 

children can be dropped off near the fence and walk across at the 

crosswalk on Wood Avenue.   

Thank-you parents!  

Please also remember that our parking lot and the street in front of our school is a 

school zone and that all streets leading to it are full of young pedestrians during 

certain times of the day.  Please slow down and watch for our students.  As much as 

they know to look both ways before they cross the street, they sometimes forget 

so we still rely on the adults behind the wheel to be particularly cautious and 

DRIVE SLOWLY around the school.  Thank-you. 

 

Cross Country Running 

We will start running outside again for daily fitness as soon as the school grounds 

are dry.  The cross country running team will begin practices after spring break, 

weather permitting.  If you are a runner and have time to run with the students, 

please let us know.  We need adults to run or ride their bicycles with the children 

during practices.  Specific information regarding coaches and practice times will be 

sent home soon.  Thank-you to Mr. Benge and Ms. Sandberg who will be coaching the 

team this year. 

 

  Please check that you have paid your child’s student fees for the year.  This 

covers the cost of cultural performances and planners - things all students receive.  

If this proves to be a financial hardship for you, please let Mrs. van der Meer know 

so that alternate arrangements can be made. 

 

If you are looking for missing clothing that your child has worn to school, 

please start by checking our Lost and Found closet in the main hallway nearest the 



office.  All items not claimed will be donated to the Bargain Bin at Spring Break.    

Thank-you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Change of Address 

If your address or emergency contact information or email has changed, please let Mrs. Spottock know so that she 

can update your child’s file. In addition, please ensure that you are regularly checking and clearing your online 

mailbox.  A number of emailed newsletters bounce back to us due to full mailboxes.  Also, please let us know if you 

have plans to move from the area.  Thank-you. 

 


